
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 

Pechanga Casino Trip 
September 12 (page 7) 

 
Marina District Board 

Meeting 
September 14 

 
Marina District Council 

Meeting 
September 28 

 
 

President’s Message 
By Jane Thomey 

Welcome back from what I hope was a wonderful (albeit warm) vacation.  We gave summer a proper 
sendoff with two picnics that took place in the last days of August. 

The beautiful Chevron Park in El Segundo was the site of the Annual Marina District Picnic. This year, 
Area C Vice President Debbie Pietraszko and our own Pam Ament, CFWC First Vice President, were 
among the guests. It was a wonderful event where we could meet members from other clubs.  Many 
thanks to the board members who provided the delicious food and to Culver City’s Angie Waller for the 
get-to-know-you scavenger hunt. Who would have guessed you could find purple nail polish!  

Two weeks before Gina Radocchio and her counterparts at the Department of Children and Family 
Services invited a group of children in Foster Care to a picnic at the Kenneth Hahn State Park.   When the 
games and lunch were over each child received a new backpack filled with school supplies that were 
generously donated by Marina District members and members of the community   Congratulations and 
thanks to Gina for her selfless efforts in putting this event together and thanks also to her husband, Joe, 
and The Torrance Woman’s Club members Barbara Freeman and Janice Petrosino for the countless hours 
they spent in making this a memorable day for some very worthy children.     

With summer almost over it is time to get back to Federation business.    In mid-September Marina 
District officers Alycia McCord, Pat Harmon and I will be attending the Fall CFWC Executive Board 
Meeting in Oakland.  This one is especially important as we will be voting on the much-discussed Area 
Realignment.   

Finally, as President I have the privilege of selecting a Special Project.  For many years my husband has 
been treated at a medical practice that also serves cancer patients.  We have learned of other problems 
they face while struggling with their illnesses, especially those with limited incomes.  Even with medical 
insurance, which some of them may not even have, they lack the money for copays, deductibles or other 
essentials. The result is that they may become untreated or undertreated.  The Cancer Care Network 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization formed by local medical professionals.  It fills in for these patients 
relieving their anxiety about money and allowing them to continue their therapies.  You may read more 
about the help this organization provides by visiting the website at cancercarenetworkfoundation.org.  
(Continued page 2)  
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President’s Message (continued from page 1) 
In the meantime, I am looking forward to hearing about the 
projects you are planning, and I hope you will come to the 
District Council Meetings to hear from our chairmen who 
have much information to share.  CFWC Legislative Chairman 
Jennifer Nickels is a dynamic speaker and she will be at the 
September 28 meeting to discuss pending legislation and will 
tell us how we can be involved in the process. 

Until then thank you for doing your best for Federation and 
the people we serve.   

Regards, 
Jane 

 

Reminder to File Club Annual Returns 

Federal and State laws provide tax benefits 
for nonprofit organizations recognized as 
exempt under Section 501 (C)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Your Club must file Annual 
Returns to remain in compliance with the IRS 
Code. 

The following Information Returns, Tax Returns and 
Notices are now due for the Fiscal Year Ended 
May 31, 2018. 

Federal Information Returns (IRS) 

Form 990 Return of Organization Exempt from 
Income Tax or 
Form 990-EZ Short Form Return of 
Organization  
Exempt from Income Tax or 
Form 990-N Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) for Tax 
Exempt Organizations Not Required to file Form 
990 or990-EZ. 

State Information  Returns 

Form 199 California Exempt Organization Annual 

Information Return or 
Form FTB l 99N Electric Filing California e-
Postcard. 

Note: Failure to file these Federal and State 
Information Returns for three consecutive years 
will result in the loss of your 501 (C)(3) status. 

Attorney General of California—Registry of Charitable 
Trust 

Form RRF-1 Annual Registration Renewal Fee 
Report: Your Club is required to file this return 
only if the Club has previously registered with 
the Attorney General's Office to conduct raffles for 
the benefit of charities in the State. 

State of California—Secretary of State 

Form S1-100 Statement of Information: All 
nonprofit Corporations must file Form SI-100 
biannually.  The Secretary of State sends a post 
card to the address of the principal office 
address of the Corporation which is the address 
of the club or the club president) with the 
statement due date. 
 

A Fisher House is “a home away from home” 
for families of patients receiving medical care 
at major military and VA medical centers.  The 
homes are normally located within walking 
distance of the treatment facility or have 
transportation available.  There are 77 Fisher 
Houses located on 24 military installations and 33 
VA medical centers.  Many more houses are under 
construction or in design. 

The Long Beach VA Fisher House has 16 suites.  
If you live more than 50 miles away from the VA 
Hospital and your family member is hospitalized, 
you can stay at the Fisher House for free.  It is a 
lovely large home.  The common kitchen is fully 
equipped and loaded with food.  Also available are 
a laundry room, spacious dining room and an 
inviting living room with toys for children. The 
bathroom in each suite contains everything a 
person would need. (Continued on page 5) 

The Fisher House at the Long Beach VA 
Hospital Campus is my Project for this Year 

By Barbara Freeman, Public Issues Chairman 

 

Free Nights of Temporary 
Housing Provided Each Year  



 

 

Marina District 
September 

  8 Yard Sale, South Bay Junior WC 8:00 am 
 12 Pechanga Casino Torrance WC (page 7) 9:00 am 
 14    Marina District Board Meeting, 
  Hosted by Janice Petrosino 9:00 am  
 22 Parking Lot Sale, El Segundo WC 8:00 am 
 28 Marina District Council Meeting 
  WC of Redondo Beach 9:00 am 
   
October 

 6 WC of Redondo Beach Rummage Sale 8:00 am 
 12 Marina District Board Meeting,  
  Hosted by Mary Linn Coleman 9:00 am 
 13 Culver City WC Fashion Show 
  Talbot’s, Manhattan Beach 9:00 am 
 19 Marina District Council Meeting, 
  WC of Playa del Rey, cohosted  
  by Culver City WC 9:00 am  
 20    Area C meeting, WC of Hollywood 
   Registration 8:00 am 
   Meeting begins 9:00 am  
 27 Torrance WC Tea Party, benefitting the 
  Patriotic Service Dog Foundation 11:30 am  

  
    
 
 

Fall Calendar 
 



 

Marina District 
International Outreach 

By Jean Lyon 

We are rolling out our next International 
Outreach project, Little Dresses for Africa!  For our 
seamstresses out there, as well as novices, how 
about turning a pillow case into a dress for a little 
girl?  Wait, what if you have no talent for this type 
of project?  Would you help collect and request 
donations of brightly colored new or gently used 
pillow cases in various sizes for our 
seamstresses?  This just looks like a fun project!  
Maybe even an opportunity to teach a few 
members some sewing skills. Contact me at 
lyon.clan.ca@gmail.com for additional 
information. (See dress instructions on page 8.) 

 

 

 

Hollywood’s Past Revisited at  
Area C Conference 

 

 

District Membership 

By Patricia Harmon, Second Vice President 

I’m pleased to serve as your district membership 
chairman.  I hope to learn much from each of our 
individual club’s membership chairman because 
it is only through communication about good 
ideas that we can increase our club numbers.  
We have to remember that the reason we want 
to increase our membership is that we are proud 
of what we stand for.  It is very important for 
potential members to know what we stand for, 
who we are and what we do.  We want new 
members who share our values and are proud 
of, and will work for, the work our clubs do.   
Each club has its own personality and priorities 
but the common ground for all of us is our 
commitment to making a positive change in our 
communities. Be proud of your membership and 
share your experiences.   I’m looking forward to 
the membership workshop at the fall board 
meeting of the CFWC.  I promise I will take notes.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marina District Picnic 
—a grand time was had 

by all 
Many thanks to our special guests  

Area C Vice President, Debbie Pietraszko and 
CFWC First Vice President, Pam Ament. 

 

 

 

Debbie Pietraszko and Gina Radocchio 
enjoying themselves at the picnic 

Jean Harlow, formerly Harlean Carpenter, 
was 8th grade vice president and star pupil 
of the Hollywood School for Girls, present 
day site of the Woman’s Club of Hollywood 
where the Area C Conference will be held on 
October 20, 2018.  Details will follow in the 
October Ship’s Log.  Plan on attending.  

mailto:lyon.clan.ca@gmail.com


 
Valuing Your Club Projects as Worthy 

 
By Alycia McCord, First Vice President 
 
As your new Dean of Chairwomen, I am excited to 
see how I can help all the Clubs of the Marina 
District in completing their annual reports.  I have 
been discussing with Club women that I have met 
over the course of the last year about some of the 
past concerns and questions they have with 
completing reports.  I was told by several 
members that they did not submit a few of the 
reports because they hadn’t planned a project 
under a specific program.  For some Clubs, there 
was some stress in what to do when you have a 
tight established budget and a full schedule.   

During my conversations, I have had a theme or a 
motto, if you prefer, that keeps ringing through 
my head, “Let Me Help You Mine Your Data.”  I 
work full time as an environmental geologist for 
a geotechnical engineering firm.  The concept of 
mining is in my vernacular.  Primarily, I clean up 
properties with contaminated soil and 
groundwater.  When I present at schools, I am 
asked by potential interviewees and students 
what my job entails. I say that my job is like 
working on 25 research papers at once.  My goal 
each day is to move each project forward.  I 
literally mine data.  How can I not ask, “Will you 
Let Me Help You Mine Your Data?” 

 

 

       

I know we are undervaluing our projects.  But wait, 
I am so new to all this.  How do I know this?  
Again, as I speak with Club women from our 
District, I am continually being told of all the 
wonderful accomplishments of each Club’s 
members, and of amazing projects, whether the 
projects were successful or not.  However, all this 
wonderful information isn’t showing up in the 
Club reports.  Again, I have to ask, “Will you Let 
Me Help You Mine Your Data?” 

 

Legislative Action Center 
By Jane Thomey 
 

By uniting their efforts, the founding members 
of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs influenced legislation that made a positive 
impact on the lives of so many people.  The goal 
of GFWC, to advocate for issues requiring 
national and local attention, has never 
wavered.  To achieve this goal today GFWC has 
given us a tool that enables us to participate in 
the legislative process.  It is called 
the Legislative Action Center (LAC) and its 
purpose is to educate members about how the 
legislative process works  and allow us  to 
mobilize with a united voice to advocate for 
solutions of  problems most affecting women 
and children.   In the process we will rebuild the 
GFWC name into a brand that lawmakers and 
other recognize.    
  
To get started, go to the GFWC.org website. 
Click on “What We Do”, Click on “Legislative 
Action Center” and Click on “Join Now.”  The 
more members who sign up the greater our 
impact will be.  It is exciting to know that we 
have a voice and many voices can lead to 
change.     
  
 

The Fisher House at the Long Beach VA 
Hospital Campus is my Project for this 

Year (continued from page 2) 

I would like to take all the Marina Club 
Presidents on a tour of the Fisher House.  I am 
hoping we can make a monetary donation and 
provide items they might need.  When families 
arrive they sometimes come with just the 
clothes on their backs.  The facility gives them 
gift cards to CVS or Target to get the things they 
might need.   

It is important to a veteran or military person to 
have their family close by while they are going 
through health issues in the hospital.  Please 
join me in helping the Fisher House in Long 
Beach provide support and comfort to family 
members.  I will be setting a date up in October 
so if you want to join me on a tour please email 
me at kenbarbie@att.net.   

 
 

 



V Foster Child Resource Project 
 

By Gina Radocchio 

 
I would like to thank everyone who 
gave so generously and lovingly for 
the children in foster care so they will 
be able to start the school year well 
equipped. With Marina District and 
my neighborhood through the 
Nextdoor app we collected 311 
backpacks and enough supplies to fill 
227 backpacks.  The picnic for the 
children took place Friday the 10th 
where 110 children were invited for 
lunch, games, prizes and ended the 
day with the backpack handout.  I 
wish I could show you the happy faces 
of the children as they enjoyed their 
day but privacy issues do not permit 
pictures of the children. 
 
It took five days of separating, 
inventorying, and shopping for more 
items and the final days of stuffing 
backpacks.  A big thank you to 
Barbara Freeman, Janice Petrosino, 
my husband Joe, my niece Ginger, my 
nephew Reid, our ladies, and the 
many ladies from Nextdoor (some of 
whom may join our clubs!) who came 
to help fill the backpacks.  Thank you 
to Torrance Woman’s Club for the use 
of its clubhouse.  Bless all of you! 
 
I hope you enjoy the pictures–they tell 
the story! Thank you again.  XXX Gina 
 

 

 

 

As supplies poured in, space in my house became 
very cramped 

Filled backpacks ready to be distributed to foster 
children. Pictured (L to R) Jeanne Gilbreth, Jane 

Thomey, Janice Petrosino, Gina and Joe Radocchio 
and Barbara Freeman 

Volunteers putting the finishing touches on lunches 
and backpacks before the children arrive 



 

 

 Woman’s Club of Playa del Rey has had 
a Healthy and Social Summer 

By Teri Messina 

The Woman's Club of Playa del Rey 
celebrated 4th of July al fresco, creating a 
memorable evening of friendship, fun, and 
fireworks atop our clubhouse patio! We 
recently started a weekly Walking Group, 
where we walk alongside the scenic beach 
path... stopping for coffee afterwards, as an 
added treat. This activity has built 
camaraderie among our members and has 
kept us moving! We plan to walk year-round, 
weather permitting. We were happy to 
contribute to the Marina District Foster Care 
Resource Project and also assisted Alta Loma 
Elementary School by providing over 100 
Kindergarten bound children, much needed 
back-to-school supplies. Our yearly Planning 
Meeting surfaced many innovative and 
delightful ideas from our club members, as 
we brainstormed together in small groups! 
We have enjoyed our summer months... 
sharing time with each other, preparing for 
future endeavors, and reaching out within 
our community to make a difference. We are 
ready for a wonderful year ahead! 

 

 

Pechanga Casino Trip 
By Anita Dinicola 

 The Torrance Woman’s Club is planning a trip 
to Pechanga Casino on Wednesday, September 
12, 2018.  We will leave from Wilson Park, on 
the corner of Jefferson and Crenshaw in 
Torrance.  Plan on being there at 8:30 because 
the bus will depart at 9 am sharp.  The $20.00 
per person cost includes the driver’s tip and a 
fun ride—a 5–hour stay at the casino (time 
starts from the time we arrive).  We will return 
around 7 pm.  We will play bingo on the bus, 
$2.00 a card. Final day to R.S.V.P. is Sept. 9th. 

Send your check before September 9th to: 
Anita Dinicola 
2605 Sepulveda Blvd. #126 
Torrance, CA 90505 

Call (310) 850 5755 for information.  I need 
your birthdate or Pechanga card number. You 
must bring a valid ID with you. 

In order to meet the criteria and for TWC to 
Receive OUR refund, you need to get a 
Pechanga players card and use it in the 
machines. 

Afternoon Tea at Torrance Woman’s Club 

By Anita Dinicola 

The Torrance Woman’s Club will be hosting a 
Tea Party on October 27th to raise money for 
the Patriotic Services Dog Foundation.  If you 
were at the CFWC convention in Sacramento in 
May, you met Adrianne and her dog Dobbie. 

More information will follow. For now, save 
the date and plan on attending; cost is $30.00 
per person.  It will be an afternoon tea with 
finger sandwiches and scones. 

 

Carlota Guy 
President Marina District 

1992-1994 
President  

El Segundo Woman’s Club 
1987-1989 

 

Delivering back-to-school supplies to 
Alta Loma Elementary School (from left) 
are: Carol Binnington, Teri Mesina and 
Vicki Ohliger 



For information on how to get involved, please contact Rachel O’Neill at 734-637-9064.

Cut off the sewn end of the 
pillowcase.

Fold pillowcase in half and 
cut armholes. Cut through 
all thicknesses, about 4 
inches down and 2 inches 
in.

Fold down the top about 
3/8” at the front and the 
back. Edgestitch to make a 
casing. Slide 6 inches of ¼” 
elastic through to cause it 
to gather in the front and 
repeat for the back. 

Cut two 38-inch lengths of 
double-fold bias tape for 
armholes. Fold each in half 
and stitch along armholes, 
leaving extra at the top to 
tie dress at the shoulders. 
Trim is optional.

Pillow Case Dress Instructions
“We’re not just sending dresses, we’re sending hope!

Please size dresses  
before sending!

 l Small: 2, 3, 4 (16-22 inches)
 l Medium: 5, 6, 7 (24-28 inches)
 l Large: 8, 9, 10 (30-34 inches)
 l XLarge: Anything over 35 inches long 

or a simple skirt with elastic is also 
great!

 l Boys shorts needed up to size 12

Any simple dress or shorts pattern is fine to use.

Please avoid straight pins, buttons, and zippers!

If you would like a confirmation that your box 
was received please include a note with your 
e-mail address, or a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Allow 2 to 3 weeks for a response. 

Donations and finished dresses 
can be sent to: 

Little Dresses for Africa
24614 Curtis Drive

Brownstown, MI 48134
734-637-9064

Thank you for your help with Little Dresses for Africa.  
Together, we can make a difference… 

one little dress at a time.  

Mulungu akudalitseni!
God bless your good works!

www.littledressesforafrica.org

CHANGING LIVES
Simple patterns

Illustrations By Martha Thierry/Detroit Free Press

HEM OF DRESS

TOP OF DRESS

Cut o� end

Armholes

Gathered 
top edges Bias 

tape

1 2 3 4
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